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ADDRESS AT THE SECOND ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 


BY HON. GEORGE W. CLINTON, L. L. D. 


The absence of your President is much to be regretted, especially 
as it involves the non-delivery of a discourse which would have been 
learned, eloquent and instructive. The lack of that discourse can- 
not be compensated for, certainly not by men who appear before 
you, unwillingly, upon a few hours’ notice, and with no oppor- 
tunity for preparation. Your institution is an infant, but it seems a 
lusty one, and may, like Hercules, do great things in its cradle. 
Believing, as I do, that it deserves support, and that its healthy 
growth will be productive of a generous competition in our midst, I 
wish it all reasonable favor and success, and am proud to express 
my confidence in and respect for it, though I can render it no 
service. I ought, perhaps, to premise that I am a lawyer, and that, 
outside of my profession, I am one of those who try to find good in 
everything, and utterly abstain from those quarrels which occasion- 
ally agitate the medical and religious worlds. How often have I 














66 


PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 


been tempted to exclaim: TZantene animis calestibus ire! In my 
boyhood there was but one school of medicine, but there were dis- 
agreements within it, and controversies which were not always free 
from bitterness. What a variety of changes have occurred since 
then within my observation ! 

History is a thing of scraps, more or less artistically put together 
by some one who always wishes to be famous, and sometimes longs 
to prove or give color to some theory. Within my time, once ac- 
cepted histories have been disproved in their essentials, or shown to 
be mere myths; and as to the character and motives, and even the 
acts, of the men and women who have played great parts both in 
ancient and in modern times, there seems little left by authors that 
is certain. It is wonderful how weighty, what seems to others a 
trifle light as air, becomes in the judgment of a grave historian. A 
scrap from Pepys’s diary, an old writing picked up ina garret, and as 
inauthentic as the Morey letter, changes or colors everything. You 
must, then, grant that I am in accord with the spirit of our time in 
introducing, as some proof of the condition of the medical profession 
in our country eighty-five years ago, an extract from the travels of 
Mr. Thomas Ashe. Mr. Ashe was an Englishman, and looked upon 
our institutions with horror, and could find little of good in the 
United States, and very little approach to greatness in the men 
whom we fondly suppose were great. 

Mr. Ashe wrote thus in 1806: “The physicians of eminence are 
very few. Dr. Rush of Philadelphia and Wilson (?) of New York 
monopolize all the character of the country of a medical nature. 
There is no profession of America so shamefully neglected as that 
of physic, or more destitute of able practitioners.” 

I apprehend, with all due respect for Mr. Ashe, that in 1806 the 
medical profession in our country was worthy of respect and popular 
confidence. But what great acquisitions in science, and what changes 
in practice have been made since then! Then the profession was 
nominally one, although it was somewhat disturbed by clashing 
theories, and exhibited great diversities of practice. Then, in its 
nominal unity, it warred only with the quacks, and condescendingly 
accepted the herbatists. The perpetuation of this unity was im- 
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possible. The very plethora of knowledge, and the immensity of 
the sciences which are, or may be, by ingenuity, involved in the 
theories of disease and its treatment, forbade its continuance, and 
schism occurred. Empiricism has assumed the form of science and 
calls itself the Thomsonian system. Hahnemann founded home- 
opathy. Hydropathy and divers other pathes have sprung up. All, 
excepting, if any, the old Thomsonian system, have been advocated 
often with apparent reason, and too often with objectionable heat, 
by men of undoubted honor and clear claims to science. I approach 
with diffidence the expression of my opinion touching these diverse 
theories and practices. I adhere blindly and exclusively to none of 
them. I have very dear friends in at least two of these schools. 
Were I a physician,—if I held that sacred office—I should deem it 
my sole duty to heal my patient, if possible, and should care very 
little, if at all, what means I adopted, so that they were honorable 
and efficient. I should reject no medicament, no instrument, no 
system or practice that promised cure; in other words, I would be 
an Eclectic. The old school, as it is usually called, is not widely 
separated from you. Indeed, it is, and always has been, eclectic, 
and perhaps I may confidently say it is, as compared with the pro- 
fession of 1806, a new school—and this through the very eclecticism 
inherent in the science itself. This College, as I_understand, while 
it approves and vindicates the maxim of Hahnemann, similia simili- 
bus curantur, does not bind itself to the administration of infinites- 
simals, nor to the exclusive use of what are termed homceopathic 
medicines, but looks everywhere for weapons to beat back death, 
and studies all means of averting disease and making the pulse 
throb with renovated vigor. In all things but therapeutics you and 
all the schools agree. You are eclectic, and in my poor judgment 
eclecticism has always, and always will be, practiced by all honor- 
able physicians. Believing that this institution is, in very truth, 
eclectic, I honor it; and, young gentlemen, in the confident feeling 
that you are permeated by the principles of eclecticism and will 
reflect credit on your Alma Mater by your lives, I rejoice in your 
admission to the practice, and congratulate you upon your acqui- 
sition of the most honorable degree of Doctor of Medicine. Let 
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my sincere regard for your welfare be my sufficient apology for 
adding some homely advice to my gratulations. 

Remember, that while by reason of your new dignity you are 
teachers, there is as yet very little room for your teaching, while 
there is for each of you a life long duty of learning. Your duty— 
indeed, it is the duty of man of every sphere—is to throw aside 
prejudice, to respect the well-intentioned, and to imitate the bee, 
who collects honey from weeds as well as flowers. A just humility 
is noble; and an honorable soul pays due honor to adversaries as 
well as friends. Pride not yourselves too much upon intellect. Re- 
member that the operation and worth of remedies is determined by 
trial, and not by mental processes. The physician is guided mainly 
by experience, his own or that of others. Good, sound sense, sus- 
tained by experience and governed by conscientiousness, will always 
make a safe physician. But I suspect that vivid imagination and 
unusually strong intellect, indulging as they often do in a friori 
reasoning, have not resulted in any great triumph in medicine, 
though they sometimes adorn and give fame to the practitioner. 
Alas! how uncertain is the possession of healthy intellect, how 
various are the accidents that endanger it, how numerous the ail- 
ments that destroy or impair it! How sad a story our lunatic asy- 
lums disclose! How glorious a field for humanity the treatment 
and cure of insanity opens to the profession! We may throw aside 
the theory of balance, that is of a perfect balance of mind and body 
being the essential of a perfect man. Goliath, I doubt not, was 
nearer a balance in this respect than was David, his conqueror. 
We must remember that “Great wit to madness is allied,” and that 
mind and body are nought in the composition of the perfect man 
unless soul be added. The aspirations and the affections hallow 
and make great,,and without charity life must be as fruitless as 
Sahara. With how much interest I read Dr. Wright’s able address 
before the Homeceopathic State Society. But, alas! he could suggest 
only partial prevention—excellent so far as it goes. It is evident 
that we cannot eradicate mental disease and imbecility. To apply 
the Spartan remedy is impossible. The notion of breeding men 
upon the same principle that we do cattle is preposterous. The 
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lunatic and the idiot we must have with us always; and while all 
men owe them a duty, the paying of which reflects great benefit 
upon themselves, remember, I pray you, most learned professors and 
young gentlemen, that the public can only sustain the efforts of your 
profession, and that the solemn duty of harmonizing and perfecting 
the management and curative treatment of the imbecile and the 
insane rests wholly upon it. In thus calling your special attention 
to what I deema manifest obligation of your noble profession, I beg 
leave to remind you that while the honor of success is inestimable, 
the path to its achievement is arduous and beset with obstacles; and 
I must add that of all obstacles to improvement in any art or science, 
none is more fatal than the vs znertig—the blind faith in authority, 
the over-confident trust in specialists. Certainly the greatest tri- 
umphs in medicine, as in all science, have been won by beating 
down these barriers and trampling upon errors sustained by reverend 
authority. In the high matter to which I have invited your atten- 
tion, it is not too much to say that the heart of humanity, with or 
without cause, has been grieved—its conscience rudely awakened— 
and that the aroused public demands, not merely investigation of 
alleged abuses, but assured remedies and perfect guards. 


It is very difficult—indeed, for me, impossible—after having fallen 
upon so sad a subject, to revert to lighter topics,-and so I will close 
these desultory remarks; and how can I end more properly than by 
a single repetition of my confidence in this College and my respect 
for its faculty, and the expression of my hearty wishes for the pros- 
perity of the young gentlemen whom it now sends into the world to 
win honor and to serve humanity. 


THE TREATMENT OF RHEUMATISM. 
BY N. F. MARSH, M. D., ELLINGTON, N. Y. 


Rheumatism is one of those diseases with which the physician 
is brought in contact almost daily. It is a subject which has 
engaged the attention of many eminent minds, and many theories 
as to its cause have been, and are, advocated at the present day. 
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In this paper I do not purpose to enter into a discussion of the 
different theories that have been advanced as to the origin, cause 
and nature of rheumatism, but simply to give a few practical 
thoughts as to its treatment. 


Rheumatism, whether it be nervous, muscular, or articular, arises 
from the same primary cause or causes acting upon the different 
tissues of the system, and is therefore susceptible to the same gen- 
eral plan of treatment, although it may sometimes be necessary to 
change our prescriptions to meet certain peculiarities of individual 
cases, 
If called to acase of acute inflammatory rheumatism with high 
fever, I usually prescribe special sedatives as follows : 


RK Fl. ext. veratum. 
Tr. aconite fol. aa 3 ss. 
Tr. serpentaria comp. (Amer. Dis.) 3 j. 
Water, % iv. 


Dose, one teaspoonful every hour, until fever is subdued and 
free perspiration is produced. At the same time give the comp. 
cathartic pill zmproved to open the bowels, and keep the limb or seat 
of pain well wrapped with cotton batting. : 


When the secretions are well established, give : 


2 Salicylate soda, 3 j. 
Water, O j. 

Dose, one tablespoonful every three hours. The disease will, in 
the majority of cases, yield to this treatment in from three to five 
days. 

In subacute or chronic rheumatism, I usually give : 


RE Tr. gelseminum (green root). 
Tr. blk. cohosh (green root). 
Tr. colchicum seeds. 
Phosphoric acid, dil. aa 3 ij. 
Tr. nux vomica, 3 j. 
Whiskey, O j. 


Dose, one tablespoonful four times a day. 
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In some cases of nervous rheumatism of long standing it may be 
necessary to give in connection with last formula : 
RK Strychnia, gr. j. 
Ferri phosphat. 3 j. 
Quinia sul., 3 iij. 
Sol. ext. hyoscyamus, 3 ij. 
Make into 120 pills. Dose, two pills three times a day. 


This treatment will in many cases of chronic rheumatism effect a 
cure in from four to eight weeks, and all cases will be much bene-' 
fited by it. 


DIPHTHERIA—HOW MAY IT BE COMMUNICATED? 
BY A. A. HUBBELL, M. D. 


There is a difference of opinion among medical men, even those 
of eminence, as to the contagiousness and -infectiousness of diph- 
theria. Some believe it is highly contagious, some, that it is slightly 
so, while others deny its contagiousness altogether. Nearly all admit 
its infectiousness, but do not agree as to its extent. On this point some 
contend that the infection is only operative on those who are long 
in contact with the disease; others, that it may pervade the atmo- 
sphere and be propagated through sewers in such a way as to affect 
those who may be susceptible, but who are distant from those dis- 
eased; others again, that it may attach itself to fomites of all kinds, 
such as clothing, hair, carpets, furniture, walls of rooms, etc., and 
thus preserve its power of communication for an indefinite time. 

In view of the terrible suffering and loss of life which diphtheria 
incurs, it should be settled as soon as possible whether it is conta- 
gious or not, and if so, to what extent; whether it is so greatly in- 
fectious as to be carried in clothing or other fomites; or whether it 
is by contact with the sick alone that it may be communicated; or 
lastly, whether its spread is partly attributable to contagion and _ in- 
fection, or altogether and alone to a certain miasm or uncontrollable 
atmospheric or soil conditions, such as seem to produce dysentery, 
etc. If it is contagious and infectious, these elements should be 
























72 PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 


understood and heeded, both by the community and physician, and 
corresponding measures taken to prevent their operation, and save 
life; for the death rate of this disease is very great, and warrants 
the introduction of every means of prevention possibly available. 

As long as “doctors disagree,” the question is open for any facts 
which bear upon it, and in view of its importance, those of any 
value should be presented. It is not often that the history of con- 
tagion or infection can be written. It is usually surrounded by so 
many contingent and complex conditions, especially in large towns 
and cities, that it becomes impossible to follow it, and watch its 
course. When, therefore, it is witnessed divested of its complex- 
ities and uncertain deviations, it has a deep interest and a value 
proportionate to such divestment. 

As a contribution to the subject, I therefore offer the following 
history of a small epidemic of diphtheria which occurred in my prac- 
tice a few years ago, and which has some clear and distinctive feat- 
ures connected with it, perhaps of interest and value. 

Previous to 1877, diphtheria had scarcely been known for many 
years in the rural district which was the scene of the epidemic in 
question. During November of that year, a family of the place vis- 
ited some friends in the Bradford oil regions. While there, the only 
son, eleven years old, sickened with diphtheria affecting the pharynx, 
larynx and trachea, from which he died on November 29. A few 
days previous to his illness he had played with a cousin of about 
the same age, who was convalescent from what had been termed 
“croup,” but which, to me, presented a history distinctive of diph- 
theria, and which was further made probable by the existence of 
other cases in the same vicinity. 

The deceased child was brought home to the parents’ residence 
and the house was visited by many friends, and the funeral was 
largely attended by both adults and children; but the body was con- 
cealed in a tight casket, except for a short time at the residence, 
when it was exposed for the purpose of being further dressed and 
prepared for interment. 

About the same time, or perhaps a little before the above occur- 
rence, a young man, living about a mile away, came home from the 
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same section of the “oil country.” On Dec. 7, he stayed over night 
with a friend of nearly the same age at the place of residence of the 
deceased child’s parents, where the latter young man was living. 
The next day the former went home ill, and was sick for several 
days. No physician attended him; but the description of the case 
gave proof that there was quite a large exudation upon the fauces, 
and this, taken in connection with the other symptoms, made it al- 
most positive that the sickness was diphtheria. As soon as he was 
able, which was two or three weeks after being taken ill, he com- 
menced attending school. 

Dec. 13, the young man above referred to, which this one visited 
and slept with, was taken with diphtheria, for which I treated him, 
and from which he recovered after a moderately severe sickness. 

Dec. 21, a little girl about eleven years old, and who attended 
the same school with the young man first sick, and while he was con- 
valescing from his illness, became sick with diphtheria, which as- 
sumed a malignant form, and she died Dec. 28. This girl did not 
attend the funeral of the boy whose body was brought to the place 
for burial. 

On Dec. 30, a sister thirteen years old, and a day or two later the 
father, became sick with the disease. The former died on Jan. 12, 
1878, from paralysis of the heart, after convalescence seemed to be- 
come thoroughly established; the father was not seriouslv sick, and 
soon recovered. When the second case appeared in this family, the 
remaining healthy children, one boy about nine, and two girls six 
and four years old, respectively, were removed to a neighbor’s 
where there were no children. 

Jan. 4, the little girl four years of age was carried back home 
sick, and had a severe run of the disease, but finally recovered; the 
convalescence, however, being much protracted. _ At about the time 
this child was taken, the mother became ill, but soon recovered. 

Jan. 4, the little girl six years old was brought home sick. The 
disease, for a few days, seemed to progress favorably, when the 
exudation began to take place in the nose, and soon filled the nasal 
cavities completely. From this time it assumed a very malignant 
form, and she died in convulsions on the 14th. 
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The boy remained at the place to which he had been carried for 
many weeks, and did not have the disease. 

Across thé street from this family there lived a widowed sister of 
the father, with whom several children, mostly adults, were then 
stopping, together with a daughter’s husband and their infant son 
a few months old, and also three neices about twenty, sixteen and 
twelve years old, respectively. The inmates of this house, ten in 
number, mingled promiscuously with the afflicted family, and assisted 
in caring for them, and attended the funerals. Every one had diph- 
theria, but all recovered. 

When the death, in the first family, of the little girl six years old 
occurred on Jan. 14, and whose case was so extremely malignant in 
its latter stages, my wife’s mother, who was then living with my 
family, was called to assist. She remained at the house over night, 
and aided in dressing the corpse, which emitted a most intense and 
sickening fetor, and in the morning returned home. Both she and 
myself took the precaution of changing our clothes and leaving 
them away from the house, and cleansing our bodies thoroughly, 
before coming into the presence of my little girl four years old; al- 
though I was always careful not to remain long in the presence of 
the sick. On Jan. 21, both my wife’s mother and my child became 
sick with diphtheria, and both recovered; but the latter only after a 
very severe illness. Jan. 31, my wife was taken with the disease, 
which was moderately severe in its course, but from which she fully 
recovered after a few days. 

In the second family, where all the members had the disease, and 
where the son-in-law was also sick, the mother of the latter came to 
assist in caring for them. She left, at her home some two or three 
miles distant, three children, one son sixteen, a daughter nine, and 
another son seven years of age. On Jan. 10, after being with her 
sick son and those afflicted at the same place for several days, she 
went back to her home to look after her children there. She changed 
most of her clothes, and left them outside, and took other precau- 
tions not to expose her children. She stayed with them over night, 
and the two youngest slept with her. The next day she returned 
to the sick family, where her assistance was still needed. Jan. 15, 
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she was called home. Her little girl was sick with diphtheria, from 
which she died on the 27th. It was not practicable to remove the 
other children from the house, and in about two weeks after the 
death of the little girl, the little boy was taken sick with the disease, 
and died in a few days. 

These were the only well-marked cases that occurred in this epi- 
demic. As far as possible, the sick, and those attending them, were 
prevented from mingling with the healthy, especially with children. 

Nearly a year after the occurrence of the above, another family of 
the place had diphtheria, the history of which is as follows: 

This family consisted of the parents and three children, aged 
respectively sixteen, three and a half, and two and a half years, to- 
gether with an old lady who was then an inmate of the household. 
This old lady desiring to visit her daughter at a neighboring town, 
the father carried her there on Nov. 16, and both returned the same 
day, during which time his children remained at home. Her daugh- 
ter’s children, three in number, were just recovering from diphtheria. 
Nov. 21, the two younger children of the first family were stricken 
with the same disease. The little boy died Nov. 27, and the little 
girl recovered. Nov. 27, the father was taken with it, but recov- 
ered after a brief illness. The oldest child was removed as soon as 
the disease made its appearance in the family, and he did not have 
it. The family was wholly isolated, and no other cases were seen 
until in January following, when a young married lady in one family, 
where there were no children, and a girl some fourteen years old, 
where there were several children, but who were removed to a neigh- 
bor’s,—had the disease, and got well. In the winter of 1879—8o 
another isolated case appeared in the neighborhood. This was that 
of an old lady about sixty-five or seventy years of age, and who re- 
covered. In the following spring two others living in the same 
house with the latter had the disease lightly. These were both 
adults, aged about thirty-eight and nineteen. 

Such is a detailed description of the prevalence of ‘diphtheria in 
that community. The cases are not many in number (about thirty), 
but a few features stand out prominently, and taken in connection 
with similar ones observed by others, they have their value. 
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1. There had been no diphtheria for years in that community 
previous to the introduction of the diphtheritic corpse, and the ill- 
ness of the young man returning from the “oil country.” 

2. This young man attended school as soon as he was able. In 
a few days a child from the same school was attacked with the dis- 
ease, and from her it was communicated to the whole family to 
which she belonged, except her brother, who had been removed, and 
to the adjoining family, by direct contact with the disease. This 
was an instance of a convalescent patient communicating the dis- 
ease. 

3. In four cases it appeared after contact with those who had 
been in the presence of the disease. From these four cases others 
arose by direct contact. . 

4. Three instances occurred where no exposure, either direct or 
indirect, could be traced. From one of these cases there seemed 
to arise two others after several weeks in the same apartments. 

The instances of what might appear to be zmdirect communication 
of the disease were so well-marked that I have no doubt that the 
infection was carried on the persons of the mother to her child, of 
my wife’s mother or myself to my child, and of the father and the 
old lady to his ¢wo children, and that it was only through that chan- 
nel that the disease arose in those cases. 

The disease did not spread extensively, but contact with the sick, 
or with those attending them, was almost entirely prevented. 

The conclusions, therefore, to which this little experience leads, 
is, that diphtheria is communicable, first, by contact with those sick, 
dead, or convalescent from it; second, by those distant from the 
disease, but who have been in the presence of it. This last con- 
clusion suggests the probability of the vitality of the virus being 
preserved in all kinds of fomites. Further, the disease may appear 
without any known medium of communication. 
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CARBONATE OF LITHIA—ITS REMEDIAL PROPERTIES. 
BY S. H. MOORE, M. D., BUFFALO, N. Y. 


During the month of June, 1869, I was called to see a lady who 
had been an intense sufferer for years from rheumatism. After a 
careful examination of my patient, I concluded that she was then 
suffering from acute inflammation of the kidneys. I prescribed for 
her the carb. of lithia, one drachm, to be divided into twenty pow- 
ders, one powder to be taken every hour till relief was obtained; 
after which, a powder every two, then every four hours. The drug 
was but little known at that time; the servant had to go from Brook- 
lyn to New York to obtain it. Upon calling to see my patient the 
following afternoon, I was very much and very agreeably surprised 
to find that my patient was entirely relieved, and her rheumatic 
trouble seemed also to have entirely disappeared. I then became 
very much interested in the pathology of rheumatism. From that 
time to the present, I have never once failed in relieving my patients 
in a very short time, and in a few days curing them of their 
rheumatic pains. 

The carbonate of lithia given in from two to four grains, will 
relieve the most aggravated case of cystitis in from fifteen minutes 
to half an hour. It is positive in its effects in this disease. Opium, 
or any of its compounds, will not give the relieve that can be ob- 
tained from the lithia. In varicose veins, when the patient suffers 
such exquisite pain, its action is as prompt as in cystitis. In irrita- 
tion of the prostate gland, or along the urethral canal, there is cer- 
tainly no remedy in our materia medica that will give the instant re- 
lief that can be obtained from the lithia. If given in very large 
doses, it produces a flushed appearance of the face, neck and hands, 
and a feeling of warmth throughout the whole body. I often use 
the following: 


RE Lithia carb. 3 j. 
Acid. citric, 5 ji. 
Syrup. simplex. % jj. 
Aque distill. 3 jj. 


Dose, one teaspoonful every hour or two, as the case may require. 
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The citrate of lithia is reconverted into the carbonate as soon as 
it enters the stomach and unites with the gastric juice. I would 
say to my professional brethren, if you desire to at once relieve 


your patient, if he be suffering from rheumatism, cystitis, varicose 


veins, irritation of the prostrate gland or urethral canal, use the 
carbonate of lithia. 


ONE DAY AWAY. 
BY H. C. ORCUTT, M. D., HORNELLSVILLE, N. Y. 


One day away-—and that was spent in attending the Commence- 
ment of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo. After 
practicing allopathy six years under a diploma from Dartmouth 
College, I became a convert to homeeopathy in 1852. Since that 
time I have beheld a vigorous struggle between the old and the new 
school. Somewhat less earnest has been the contest between the 
two wings of the homeopathic school,—one party claiming that 
nothing but infinitessimal doses was ever necessary in the treatment 
of disease, and the other that the range of application of the law of 
similia similibus was limited, and that remedies not strictly according 
with this law were sometimes necessary with our present knowledge. 
That the latter class were right, has always been my conviction. 
Hence I have declared in the language of another that I would 
“take cognizance of the whole scale of doses, from the actual dose 
of the old school to the highest dilution of which any medicine is 
susceptible,” and use such remedies and doses as my best judgment 
and experience approved. But our medical schools have inclined to 
radical views, and it has remained for the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Buffalo to step out first, and take a stand upon this 
broad and nonsectarian ground, or rather making this the central 
idea to cover the whole ground of the healing art. And well has 
it done it. Buffalo may well be proud of her beautiful lake, her 
multiplicity of railroads, her commercial relations, and her manufac- 
turing interests; her notable charities and churches, her enterprise, 
and her institutions of learning, and especially of her College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, which, having broken the shackles of sec- 
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tarian medicine and cast the fragments into the depths of oblivion, 
is now reaching out north, south, east and west, and enquiring for 
every means that will prolong human life and alleviate human suf- 
fering. No longer shall any one ask: “Can any good thing come 
out of Buffalo ?” 

The graduating class in their examination reflected honor upon 
the faculty and did credit to themselves; they go forth well informed 
in the different branches of their profession, and in addition to this 
they are rid of that ill-fitting, growth-hindering, sectarian garb, 
which has kept so many worthy medical students from making future 
advancement. Hurrah for the College of Physicians and Surgeons! 
And while I can hardly say with Simeon of old: “Let now thy serv- 
ant depart in peace, &c.,” I can rejoicingly say I am glad to have 
seen the bars of medical sectarianism broken, the hedges to free 
thought swept away, the doors leading to medical progress thrown 
wide open, and that I very much enjoyed one day away. 





Selections and Abstracts. 


GELSEMIUM IN INCIPIENT EPILEPSY, Etc, 
BY A, W. WISEMAN, M. D., AND W. L. CRUMP, M. D. 


We attended together a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis in a 
young married woman, nursing her third child, which was a few 
months old. The patient’s parents on both sides were strumous. 
The case was complicated by slight typhoid symptoms. After con- 
valescence from the meningitis was fairly established, she commenced 
having epileptic fits. We tried chloral, morphia, and bromide of 
potassium—the last named remedy being pushed to the degree of 
causing nausea, yet without any beneficial effect. We saw that un- 
less something more was done, we would have a case of confirmed 
epilepsy to deal with; we put her upon the fluid extract of gelsemium, 
three drops every two hours, and gradually increased the dose to 
nine drops. Amendment was noticed in two days, and in one week 
the fits ceased. Several months have elapsed, with no return of the 
disease. 
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In a case of hystero-epilepsy in an unmarried colored girl of 
about 20 (menstruation normal), with intense clavus hystericus and 
hemi-anesthesia, which had been a very troublesome case at differ- 
ent times, we pushed the gelsemium until fifty-eight drops were 
taken every two hours for days together, with the effect of quelling 
the paroxysms. A few mild attacks came on afterwards, but were 
controlled by the medicine, and they gradually subsided; and for 
several months there has been no return. 

The range of the dose is considerable; for during the same time 
that we were treating the last mentioned case, one of us treated a 
rather sthenic case of pneumonia in a young married woman, nurs- 
ing her third child, which was a few months old, and four drops 
WE produced the peculiar constitutional effects of the drug. The i 
MH EL patient rested as quietly as if she had been asleep, and afterwards . 

ee said that she could hear the attendants discussing whether she was 
asleep, and sometimes she could hear some of them say, “Now I 
know she’s asleep.” And yet the pulse was only reduced from 120 
¢ to 112. 
ie : We give these results for what they are worth, without going into’ 
' any physiological discussion. From what we havé seen of this 
remedy in practice, we believe it to be at least as safe as veratrum, 
and its constitutional effects can be brought about without the 
Me nausea and depression that veratrum causes whenever it is pushed 
far enough to control the circulation. When the gelsemium pro- 
duces muscular weakness, in adynamic cases of pneumonia, we 
think it had better be abandoned. The effect passes off very soon. 
—Virginia Med. Monthly. 





































NITRO-GLYCERINE IN ACUTE AND CHRONIC BRIGHT’S 
DISEASE, AND IN THE VASCULAR TENSION OF THE 
AGED. 





Dr. A. W. Mayo. Robson (Brit. Med. Jour., 1880), has given 
nitro-glycerine in these cases with great benefit. A man of 56, with 
puffy eyelids and cedematous legs, a pulse tense and corded, the 
heart greatly hypertrophied, and breathing labored and difficult at 








NITRO-GLYCERINE, ETC. 


times, was given a One-per-cent. solution of nitro-glycerine in one- 
minim doses every half hour, till its physiological effects were pro- 
duced. It relieved the asthmatic symptoms so effectually that the 
patient would never afterwards be without it. After taking the 
medicine in three-minim doses thrice daily for a week, the urine, of 
which only a pint and a half daily, of specific gravity 1008, and very 
albuminous, had been passed, was now voided to the amount of 
three pints, specific gravity 1012, and almost free from. albumen. 
This patient continued to take the medicine for some months, with 
great amelioration of the symptoms. 

Dr. Robson mentions another similar case, in which the relief 
gained was equally striking. In the case of a woman of 52, who 
had had one slight apoplectic seizure and was threatened with an- 
other, and where the pulse was hard and corded, and all her vessels 
indicated increase of tension, nitro-glycerine was administered in 
one-minim doses thrice daily, with the result of removing entirely 
all symptoms, of dizziness, etc. In the subsequent history of this: 
patient, a dose of the remedy has been taken whenever dizziness has 
begun to come on, with the result of relieving the symptoms, and, as 
may be supposed, of averting for the time a threatened attack of 
apoplexy. 

A case of angina, or of anginaform attacks, appeared to be cured 
by the use of the nitro-glycerine. Other interesting cases are de- 
tailed by Dr. Robson, in which patients suffering an attack of acute 
nephritis were quickly relieved and cured. 

Dr. Robson says, in conclusion, that whether the vascular tension, 
which is the symptom treated, be due to chronic kidney mischief or 
to arterial fibrosis, this condition is unquestionably relieved by nitro- 
glycerine, and with the diminution of pressure, in his experience, 
improvement inevitably follows, though in some cases it may be only 
temporary.—Phila. Med. Times. 
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CARIES OF THE VERTEBR. 
BY J. C. KILGOUR, M. D. 


On account of the frequency of cases somewhat similar to the 
following, which a physician sometimes meets in his practice, and 
which, judging from a discussion I heard lately in a medical society 
meeting, are very little understood, and the results of treatment 
very unsatisfactory in many cases, I send the following clinical 
report of caries of the vertebre: 


Female child, nineteen months old, had never walked, was very ; 


fleshy, light complexion; health had been good up to about the 
eleventh month, and about that time it had fallen across the door 
sill, striking the back below the top of the hips, as the mother 
described it, and caused a bruise which had swollen some, and the 
swelling had finally left, but the part had been tender, and about 
the fifteenth month of its age there seemed to be a round, hard 
formation on one of the sacral vertebre, and the child had never 
tried to walk afterward. 

When it was nineteen months old, I was called to prescribe for it 
for the whooping cough. Found it lying in the cradle, and was told 
that it could not walk, and then the above history was given me. 
Upon examination, I found near the lower part of the sacrum, right 
side, a sinus discharging extremely offensive matter, mingled with 
pus and small particles of bone; also from the fulva was oozing the 
same character of matter, mingled with small granules of bone and 
an offensive mattery discharge occasionally from the rectum, in the 
form of a diarrhoea. There was evening fever of hectic type, fol- 
lowed by profuse perspiration of the head and neck, and great 
thirst; the legs were much emaciated, and lay immovable where the 
mother placed them. 

I gave fora few days appropriate treatment for the whooping cough, 
and then prescribed as follows for the above described trouble: For 
one week I gave silicea 1x. trit., every four hours during the day; 
the second week hepar sulph. calc. 3x, trit., on account of the sup- 
puration and the disposition to cover up warmly; the third week I 
gave both silicea and hepar sulph., and continued thus during the 
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fourth week, at the end of which time sinus was healed, there was 
no abnormal discharge from any parts, the fever had entirely dis- 
appeared, and the child had now begun to move its legs; the face 
wore a look of health, and it gained rapidly in flesh, but on seating 
it on the floor, it could not, or would not, yet support itself, but 
would fall over—(previous, however, to the formation of this sinus 
it had sat alone a great many times, and sat upright); but after a 
few days it would sit up and brace with its hands on the floor, and 
now, at the end of six weeks from the beginning of the treatment, 
it stands erect, unsupported, and will no doubt walk as soon as it 
learns the use of its legs. No local treatment except warm water 
for cleanliness.— Zhe Med. Advance. 


TREATMENT OF CERVICAL ENDOMETRITIS. 
BY CHAS. C. CONWAY, M. D. 
In this troublesome complaint the use of salicylic acid, applied in 
the following mode, will often prove of great value: 
Mix salicylic acid and vaseline (or cosmoline) to the consistence 
of a thick paste; apply it liberally over a small sponge tent, about 


an inch long, and insert it into the cervical canal, after having re- 
moved the tenacious mucus from the canal. Let the tent remain 
about twelve hours. The application should be repeated twice a 
week until the inflammation has subsided, which will not usually 
require many applications. 


If there is an abrasion or granular degeneration around the ex- 
ternal os, also apply the dry salicylic acid to the part. The pledget 
of cotton wool, saturated in glycerine, should be placed over the 
whole. 

If there is cervical hyperplasia, instead of using the dry acid, 
paint the cervix over with the compound tincture of iodoform, as 
recommended to be prepared in the Medical Brief for March, 1879, 
as follows: R Iodoform, grs. xv. 

Iodide potass. 
Glycerine, aa 3 ij. 
Alcohol, 3 vj. 
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M. Rub up the iodoform and iodide of potassium to the con- 
sistency of a fine powder; then add the glycerine, and rub up to the 
consistency of cream; then add alcohol, and stir briskly until it is 
dissolved.— Va. Med. Monthly. 







DIPHTHERIA. 


This disease having invaded, and being still prevalent in, various 
parts of the West, it is an opportune time to reproduce the indica- 
tions for some of our best tried remedies. These are mostly from 
Guernsey. 


Avoid fatiguing the patient by ‘oo much treatment; do not force 
fpod upon the child, but try to please its appetite ; allow as much 
ice or iced water as may be desired. Select the remedy with the 
greatest accuracy, and good results may be looked for in most cases, 
and often will be met with even in the worst forms of the disease. 


Apis Me_.—Great debility characterizes the case even from the 
outset, absence of thirst ; scantiness of urine ; the membrane has a 
dirty gray color; the pulse is very quick—at least 340; puffiness 
about the eyes ; an eruption appears upon the skin, which itches and 
stings. 

ARSENICUM.—The membrane is dry-looking and wrinkled, and 
may cover the entire fauces ; very foetid breath ; great dysphagia ; 
very great prostration; the child frequently wants water, but in 
small quantities at a time ; great restlessness, particularly after mid- 
night ; warm drinks are sometimes desired instead of cold drinks. 

BELLADONNA.—The throat has a highly inflamed appearance, is 
very red and shining ; drowsiness; the eyes are very much injected; 
the face is flushed; there is throbbing of the carotids ; the pulse is 
very rapid; the child complains of chilliness occasionally ; great 
difficulty in swallowing, with pain running up into the ear. 

BROMINE.—When the disease commences in the larynx and comes 
up into the fauces, and in some cases in which it runs down into the 
larynx, and produces a croupy cough, with much rattling of 














DIPHTHERIA. 


mucus. In either case there is rattling of mucus in the larynx on 
coughing, and the cough has a croupy sound. 


Capsicum.—When, if a description can be given, the throat 
smarts as if from cayenne pepper ; the diphtheritic deposit covers a 
considerable portion of the fauces. There is a sensation of con- 
striction on swallowing. 


CANTHARIS.—There is marked disturbance of the urinary organs ; 
frequent desire to urinate, with burning and cutting pain ; t hemem- 
brane appears in patches on the posterior wall of the throat, with 
burning in the throat. 


Kai Bi.—The disease extends into the throat (and bronchia), 
producing a croupy cough in paroxysms, with expectoration of vis- 
cid, tough mucus, which may be drawn out into long strings ; tough 
and stringy discharge from the nostrils ; pain in the left ear ; swell- 
ing of the parotid and submaxillary glands ; eruption on the skin, 
which looks like that of measles, the tongue is red, raw and shining. 


LacHEsis.—When the disease first makes its appearance in the 
left side of the throat, and there remains or extends from thence to 
the right side. The throat is very sensitive to touch or pressure. 


LACHNANTHES.—If the child Aas a very stiff and painful neck, 
drawn to one side, with diphtheria. 


Lycopopium.—When it appears first on the right side, and from 
thence inclines to spread to the left, or it begins in the nose and ex- 
tends down into the throat. 


Mercurtus Sot.—Profuse salivation; profuse perspiration; offen- 
sive breath; swelling of the submaxillary glands. 


Mercurius Prot.—Great difficulty in swallowing, with great 
pain in the throat; the salivary glands are very much swollen and 
painful; very offensive smell from the mouth, and fetid discharge 
from the fauces and nares; swelling of the cervical glands. 


SuLpHUR.—The whole back part of the throat, posterior to the 
palatine arch, appears to be in a condition of ulceration and slough- 
ing; very quick pulse; flashes of heat; frequent sinking spells, 
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Phosphorus, Phytollaccce, Croton Tig, Cubebs, Muriatic Acid; 
Nitric Acid, Carbolic Acid, Permanganate of Potash, Baptisia, 
Ammon. Carb, and Ignatia, may also be indicated. 

hy Lac. CANINUM.—In malignant cases particularly with great pros- 
tration and entire loss of appetite— Zhe Med. Call. 


CONTINUED ELECTRO-GALVANIC CURRENT IN 
AMENORRHEA. 


Dr. R. R. Good (Med. Times and Gaz., 1880), in a case of cervico- 
brachial neuralgia, applied the electro-galvanic current not only to 
the affected parts, but to the nerve centres, the upper part of the 
spine, and the superior cervical ganglion. When, after three 
months of this treatment, he was able to discharge the patient cured 
of her neuralgia, he found that she was also cured of a stubborn 
’ amenorrhoea which had resisted every internal remedy. As the 
poles had not been applied to the pelvic viscera, Dr. Good was loath 
to attribute any peculiar virtue to the electricity thus applied ; but 
further experience now justifies him in asserting the high value of 
; this remedy. 
”* The continued current can find its application only when the 
affection is due to an inertia of the utero-ovarian apparatus, to a dis- 
= turbance in the circulation, or to defective nutrition. To resort to 
galvanism when the evil has its origin in a mechanical obstruction, 
would of course be useless. From five to thirty-seven days were 
required to effect a cure in Dr. Good’s cases. The descending cur. 
rent was employed, with twenty to thirty elements for the upper 
part of the spine, the lumbar and ovarian regions, and from six to 
ten elements for the sympathetic nerve, applied along the inner 
border of the sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle.—Phila. Med. Times. 





THE CATGUT LIGATURE. 


Recent experiments by G. F. Arnaud, who ligatured the femoral 
artery of dogs fourteen times with carbolized catgut, go to show that 
the ligature is completely absorbed ; in twelve out of fourteen cases 
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the outer coat of the vessel is uninjured, and in the same proportion 
the internal and middle coats were completely divided as with the 
hempen ligature. Senftleben’s assertion of the rarity of internal 
clot is not confirmed. The chief advantage, therefore, of the cat- 
gut ligature is its absorption and the preservation of the integrity of 
the external coat of the vessel—Can. Jour. Med. Science. 


PLEA FOR ANASTHESIA IN LABOR. 


Dr. D. M. Barr, of Philadelphia, in a paper on this. subject read 
before the Obstetrical Society of Philadelphia, and published in the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter of March 13, sums up as follows: 

1st. The claim of the parturient woman for anesthesia is unequal- 
ed by any claim in the wide world. 

2d. These claims will not have received a fair response until the 
anzesthetic is as common in the lying-in chamber as upon the oper- 
ating table. 

3d. A proper anesthetic is more directly indicated and more safe 
in the ordinary obstetric patient than in the surgical patient, case for 
case. 

4th. We have an anesthetic mixture (either three parts; chloro- 
form, one part; alcohol two parts) capable of producing perfect 
immunity from suffering, without intoxication, without vomiting, 
without reaction or dangerous sequences. 

5th. The babe offers no contra-indication, since its safety is not 
jeopardized. 

6th. Labor is not hindered, but rather hastened, by the anezs- 
thetic. 

7th. Anesthesia offers no contra-indication for the use of any 
medication which would be indicated in its absence.—Ods¢. Gazette. 


RECENT REMEDIES. 


Dr. James Sawyer (Practitioner, Jan., 1881), thinks that much 
may be gained by practising physicians if each one will give his ex- 
perience of such remedies as he has employed in his own practice. 
Dr. Sawyer adds his own experience : 
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Fuchsin he has used in doses of one grain thrice daily in albumi- 
nuria probably dependent upon chronic contracting kidney. He 
gives the remedy in pills, one-grain doses, made up with extract of 
gentian, to which may be added a little carbonate of iron or reduced 
iron. It colors the feces and urine pink, but produces no subject- 
ive symptoms. He considers it the best remedy he has used in 
renal albuminuria. 


Nitro-glycerine Dr. Sawyer has used in two cases of angina pec- 
toris. In the first case, an elderly man with a fatty heart, no appar- 
ent benefit ensued. In the second case, that of a middle-aged man 
with chronic valvulitis and aortic stenosis and incompetence, marked 
relief was obtained. Dr. Sawyer does not mention the dose given, 
but he reminds us that Dr. Murrell, who introduced the remedy, 
gives one-drop doses of a one-per-cent. alcoholic solution in half an 
ounce of water thrice daily. The dose may be increased gradually 
up to fifteen minims. 


Salicylate of sodium hasbeen employed with success by Dr. Saw- 
yer in diabetes. He gives it in a mixture containing fifteen grains 
of the salt with seven minims of tincture of opium thrice daily. 
One of his patients has been practically cured by this treatment, 
while others have been much benefitted. He does not make any 
dietetic restrictions. 


Ingluvin Dr..Sawyer thinks will prove a valuable addition to our 
materia medica. He has found it useful in atonic dyspepsia in 
doses of ten grains thrice daily, in powder sprinkled on bread, im- 
mediately after meals. In one case of the obstinate vomiting of 
pregnancy, ingluvin was used with perfect success.—Phila. Med. 
Times. 


BILIARY CALCULI. 
BY J. W. BABBITT, M. D. 


In the June number, Dr. J. S. Smith asks for a reliable remedy for 
biliary calculi. I. J. M. Goss, M. D., gives him an uncertain reply, 
with questions, etc. Let me inform them that I have suffered from 











BILIARY CALCULI. 


the presence of gall-stones as persons seldom suffer. For fifteen 
weeks almost every day one or more calculi passed, and conse- 
quently the pain and anguish was every day increased to that extent 
that the inhalation of chloroform appeared to me to be the only 
thing to keep body and soul together. Chloroform gave only tem- 
porary relief. Have inhaled it over a hundred times. Used every 
remedy of the materia medica that promised any relief, as prescribed 
by our most learned and experienced doctors, but without relief 
from any of them. Finally, upon advice of Dr. Pitchers, of De- 
troit, took the then new remedy, which relieved me of over one 
hundred crystallized globes as large as a marrowfat pea at one 
evacuation. I have since treated more than a score of sufferers 
with the best results and to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
Remedy: Sweet olive oil, six to eight ounces. First empty the 
stomach by emetic or by fasting (the latter way preferable). ‘Twenty 
or thirty minutes after swallowing the oil, which will give time for it 
to pass into the duodenum, recline upon the left side, with the hips 
elevated higher than the shoulders. The oil will find its way down 
the ductus communis and reach the enemy in their castle, to wit, the 
gall-bladder. Every calculi will be lubricated and slide out of the 
fount and through the intestines. Now, to be certain the desired 
result has been obtained, let the stools be dejected into a vessel half 
full of water, and the little green globes will be found floating upon 
the water. No cathartic will be necessary. Nothing more need be 
done. I recommend the foregoing treatment with the utmost con- 
fidence. I have experimented extensively upon cholesterine, but 
have never discovered a solvent that could be safely introduced into 
the stomach.. Our supposition that the occasional use of the oil, as 
above, the cholesterine will not crystallize in the human system.— 
The Medical Brief. 


[This remedy has been used for several years by various physi- 


cians. It is worthy of further notice, and hence we reproduce the 
above.—Eb. | 
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Translations trom Foreign FZournats. 


BY F. D. PIERCE, M. D. 


METHOD OF EXCITING CARDIAC CONTRACTIONS IN 
CASES OF SUSPENSION OF THE HEART’S ACTION. 





When I wasa child, relates Dr. J. C. Reid, I remember that my father 
received a summons from near by to visit a young woman who was 
M byes in a fit. My father was absent, but soon returned, when a messen- 
a ger announced to him that it was too late, that the patient was dead. 
Nevertheless, he immediately repaired to the patient’s abode and 
ordered some warm water, which he caused to flow from a height 
on the precordial region. Little by little the movements of the 
heart returned, and the patient was restored. 

This recollection of his boyhood days recently caused the author 
to make use of the same remedy in the case of an old man who 
appeared to have succumbed in a fit, and in whom the cardiac pul- 
sations had ceased, and the treatment restored the old man to life.— 
(Brit. Med. Journal)—Bulletin General de Therapeutique. 





















THE EMPLOYMENT OF BROMHYDRATE OF QUININE 
HYPODERMICALLY IN PERNICIOUS FEVER. 





Dr. Mac Auliffe proposes the employment in pernicious fever, 
especially in the algid form, of hypodermic injections of brom- 
hydrate of quinine and sulphuric ether. ‘The formula which he em- 
ploys is one which was givea him by M. Archambault, Pharmaceutist 
to Saint-Denis, and is as follows: 

Bromhydrate of quinine, 1 gramme. 

Sulphuric ether, 8 cu. centimeters, 

Rectified alcohol, 2 “ am 


Dr. Mac Auliffe remarks that this solution quickly corrodes the 
instrument, and it is therefore necessary to clean it with alcohol im- 
mediately after using. This solution has never produced any local 
accidents.— Bulletin General de Therapeutique. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF BUFFALO. 


Editorial Department. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF 
BUFFALO. 

The Second Annual Commencement of this institution took place 
at the chapel of the Central School of this city, on February 22, 
1881. There was present a large and intelligent audience, and the 
occasion was one full of interest. The programme consisted of ad- 
dresses and instrumental and vocal music. The rostrum was occu- 
pied by Dr. S. W. Wetmore, who presided; by Hon. G. W. Clinton, 
Rev. J. Hazard Hartzel, Mr. Tracy C. Becker, Drs. S. N. Brayton, 
H. A. Foster, A. A. Hubbell, F. D. Pierce, C. F. Howard and C. W. 
Babcock, and Wm. H. Dopp, A. B. 

The exercises were opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. Hartzel, after 
which Prof. Wetmore, Dean of the Faculty, made the following 
report: 

At the annual examination of students for degrees, held by the Faculty and 
Curators at the amphitheatre of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, between 
the hours of 10 A. M. and 3 P. M., February 22, 1881, nineteen gentlemen passed 
the required examination, and were recommended to the Board of Trustees as 
qualified and worthy candidates for the degree of Doctor in Medicine. 

At the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees of said College, held at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, a resolution was unanimously adopted, granting the con 
ferring of the degree upon the following named gentlemen: 

John Vedder Riggs, Amsterdam, Montgomery County, N. Y. 

Herbert Fremont Gillette, West Bloomfield, Ontario County, N. Y. 

Frank Lafayette Sutton, Bath, Steuben County, N. Y. 

John Dudley Cook, Canandaigua, Ontario County, N. Y. 

Henry Francis Kilborn, Croghan, Lewis County, N. Y. 

Walter Woodbury Wetmore, Geneva, Ashtabula County, O. 

Eleazer Palmer Buckley, Wallworth, Wayne County, N. Y. 

James Martin Showerman, Batavia, Genesee County, N. Y. 

George Jackson, Wolcottville, Niagara County, N. Y. 

Lucine Darwin Crane, Akron, Erie County, N. Y. 

John Huber, Attica, Wyoming County, N. Y. 

Otto Frederick Sidel, Troy, Rensselaer County, N. Y. 

William Riley Crumb, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Corydon Joseph Phillips, Sugar Grove, Warren County, Pa. 

Arkell Rodger McMichael, Bufialo, N. Y. 

John Senn, Holland, Erie County, N. Y. 

Charles Rollin Cobb, Oil Creek Borough, Crawford County, Pa. 

John Richman, North Parmelee, Monroe County, N. Y. 

Clinton De Witt Woodruff, Lima, Livingston County, N. Y, 










e , a Pf, 7, 
a fo kes apes ae we 
eis 3 ge 


y 
‘ 


92 PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 








At the same time and place, C. W. Babcock, M. D., Lecturer on Obstetrics and 
Gyneocology during the last session, was elected Professor in that department. The 


resignation of W. H. Dopp, Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology, was also 
accepted. 








In the absence of Hon. George W. Cothran, of Chicago, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees, who was detained at home by pro- 
fessional duties, the conferring of the degrees devolved upon Dr. 
Brayton, the Vice-President of the Board. 











The formal address to the graduates was to have been made by 
Mr. Cothran, but his place was filled, also, by Dr. Brayton, who 
eulogized the method of teaching employed in the College, and 
gave expression to the pride of the Faculty in contemplating the 
character and intelligence of the class, after which he said to the 
graduates personally: “You have received from me, heretofore, all that 
is neces-sary, and all Ihave to give. I cantherefore donomore than to 
extend the hand of professional fellowship, and welcome you to the 
broad field of liberal medicine. May you meet with success in your 
professional career, such success that it will enkindle the same spirit 
that you possess in the hearts and minds of your professional 
brethren, and show the true mode of practicing the healing art. 
May you live to a ripe old age, with your whole lives so filled with 
usefulness that when at last you are called to lay your burden down, 
your names and memory will be caught up and enshrined in the 
hearts of thousands, and will outlive the monumental piles erected 
— to kings and warriors.” 



























































Following a selection by Wahle’s orchestra, was the introduction 
of Judge Clinton, who gave the excellent address published else- 
where in this number of the INvEsTIGAToR. At the close of this, 
and following another selection of music by the orchestra, Dr. Wet- 
more delivered the charge to the graduates, which impressingly set 
forth those moral and social principles, and those professional quali- 
fications and duties which should stand pre-eminent in the life of 
the physician. The address was an able one, and was listened to 
with close attention and frequent applause. 
































After the Doctor had concluded, the Arion Quartette, composed 
of four gentlemen, one of whom was a worthy member of the 
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graduating class, A. R. McMichael, beautifully rendered the “Sol- 
dier’s Farewell.” This provoked a hearty encore, in response to 
which they sang “Stars of the Summer Night.” Next in order was 
the valedictory, which was eloquently spoken by J. V. Riggs. He 
referred with much feeling to the associations and pleasures of the 
class during the past session, to the bereavement attending the death 
of a beloved fellow student, and to aseparation which must now take 
place. He reverted to the principles of the school in terms of praise, 
and encouraged that breadth of research, and that acquisition of 
knowledge and power from all sources, which should always be at 
the command of the physician, “to lengthen and lighten man’s earthly 
trial.” After another selection by Wahle, the benediction was pro- 
nounced by the Rev. Hartzel,when the faculty, curators, alumni, gradu- 
ates and students of the college, together with the speakers and other 
invited guests, repaired to Gerot’s parlors, where a bountiful banquet 
was spread. The repast was served amid mirth and glee, song and 
laughter. After brief speeches by Dr. Wetmore, Rev. Hartzel, and 
others, the company dispersed. Thus terminated the second, emi- 
nently successful, course of lectures in an institution which is estim- 
ated by most thinking minds in such terms as those expressed by Dr. 
Orcutt,one of theCurators from Hornellsville,and published on another 
page, and the following which we extract from one of our city papers: 


“The principles and teachings of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Buffalo, as exemplified at this Commencement, commend it and its graduates to all 
liberal-minded, thinking people. It is not confined in its search of knowledge to 
any of the radicalism of the age. Its professors are men of eminence in their pro- 
fession, and their knowledge combine all that is good and useful in the teachings of 
every and all schools of medicine. Dr. Wetmore stated correctly when he said: 
‘Our curriculum prepares the student for the most rigid examinations made by the 
regents of the University of New York, who require a thorough knowledge in 
allopathy, homceopathy, eclecticism, hydropathy, electropathy, and everything that 
appertains to the treatment of disease.’ 

‘This being a fact, it is clear that it is untrammeled by bigotry or elated by any 
of the crochets of any of these schools, but partakes in its broad and rational course 
of their very elixir without carrying any of their load of irrational and exploded 
theories. That the science of medicine promulgated by this system must in future 
gain precedence in the treatment of the ‘diseases to which flesh is heir,’ is self-evi- 
dent by the flourishing condition of this institution. The College of Physicians and 
Surgeons was founded in 1879, and may now be safely classed among the many 
valuable institutions of which the Queen City boasts,” A. A. H, 

















PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 


INSANE ASYLUM ABUSES. 


Buffalo has recently been much agitated over alleged ill-treatment 
of patients in the Insane Asylum here by the attendants. An in- 
vestigation on the part of the officials shows, at least the public be- 
lieve, that such charges are not without foundation. Even the 
State Commissioner in Lunacy, Dr. Ordroneaux, himself recommends 
the dismissal of the servants on whom the charges rest. 

This is not the first time that these institutions have been accused 
of abusing and brutally maltreating the unfortunate subjects of 
“reason dethroned,” under their control. Very often do rumors get 
afloat that this or that poor wretch has been most inhumanly sub- 
jected to tortures and inflictions which are revolting to every finer 
feeling of human nature. Perhaps it is high time that these com- 
plaints be investigated, and if they are founded in truth, measures 
should be taken to establish a better order of things. If there is 
any condition that is pitiable, it is that of insanity; and friends and 
others who entrust their insane to the care of these institutions 
expect, and should demand through our legislature, that kindliness, 
watchfulness, protection, and restraint, coupled, perhaps, with rea- 
sonable and harmless coercion, which are promotive of good to the 
patient, favorable to restoration of mind, and command the respect 
of all. We trust, however, that much of the complaint is without 
justifiable cause. A. A. H. 






STEALING OUR THUNDER. 


Why did not the Medical Advance say that Dr. Gregg’s article, 
“Diphtheria and Bacteria,” was published before it appeared in its 
February number, and give the PHysICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVEs- 
TIGATOR for December, 1880, due credit? It is well for the Advance 
to get good articles when it can, but it is well also to be honest, and 
deal fairly with others. A. A. H. 







ERRATA. 


Dr. T. F. Pomeroy requests that the following changes and cor- 


rections be made in his article in February number of the INvestTI- 
GATOR; 











' BOOK NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 


In first paragraph of article, fifth line from bottom of page 36, 
omit “as well;”” on page 37, seventeenth line from top, omit “exact;” 
also omit “so-called” in next line (eighteenth); on same page, in 
line sixth from bottom, read “I reply” for “In reply’; on page 38, 
first line from top, insert “this” before “nebulosity”; in line ninth 
from bottom of same page, “though” should read “that.” 

The most important of these evrors must be referred to the Doc- 
tor’s manuscript, and not to the compositor or proof-reader. But 
we are willing to set the Doctor right. , A. A. H. 





Hook Rotices. 


Syphilis and Marriage. Lectures delivered at the St. Louis Hospital, Paris. 
By ALFRED FourNIER. Translated from the French by P. Albert}Morrow, M. D. 
D. Appleton & Co., N. Y., Publishers. For sale by Ulbrich & Kingsley, Buf- 


falo, N. Y. Price, $2.00. 

The publication of this work supplies a need long felt by the 
medical profession at large. Syphilis, in its relation to the marriage 
state, is a subject of great importance, and one, as the author re- 
marks, which “embraces a multitude of diverse problems, problems 
difficult, delicate, and perilous, which affect the dearest interest of 
families and involve the heaviest responsibility for the physician.” 

The question as to what shall be done both socially, morally and rem- 
edially, becomes twofold in its nature, according to whether the syphi- 
litic patient is single and wishes to marry, or whether already married. 
In either case, what shall be done; and if married, what may be ex- 
pected or feared in that relation, and how the ill consequences may 
be averted ? These questions are handled with an interest seldom 
attained, and with a skill and wealth of facts which at once gives 
the work the weight of an authority, so those interested in this sub- 
ject—and all physicians, especially those of cities, are interested— 
should read what the eminent Prof. Fournier has to say upon it. 
None can complete the perusal of this work without deriving much 
interest and benefit therefrom. The book is gotten up in excellent 
style by the publishers, and should be universally read. A. A. H. 










PHYSICIANS’ AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 


The Heart and its Functions. D. Appleton & Co., New York, Publishers, : 
/ For sale by Ulbrich & Kingsley, Buffalo, N. Y. Price, 40 cents. 


This is one of the series of “Health Primers” which the Appletons 
are putting out for popular reading. This volume is especially in- 
teresting and instructive. A. A. H. 










A Treatise on Albuminuria. By W. Howsuip Dickinson, M.D. William 
Wood & Co., New York, Publishers. For sale by J. H. Matteson, Buffalo, N. Y. 

[-~ This classical work is the first volume of “Wood’s Library of =~ 
3 ‘Standard Authors” for 1881. Itis ranked bythe medical profession as 

the best authority on the subject. Dr. Dickinson has revised the pres- 

ent edition, and it is presented as the most recent and best exposition of 
albuminuria and those diseases and conditions in which it is found. 
Besides the excellency of the subject matter, the text is illustrated 

by several exquisitely colored plates and many lithographic and 
wood cuts. It is in its present form a marvel of cheapness, and no 
practitioner should be without it. A. A. H. 

























Materia Medica and Therapeutics of the Skin. By Henry G. Pirrarp, 
A. M., M. D., Prof. Dermatology, Medical Department of the City of New York, 
Surgeon to Charity Hospital, etc. Wm. Wood & Co., Publishers. For sale by 
J. H. Matteson, Buffalo, N. Y. 


This is a new and original work by Prof. Piffard, and is unique in 
style and a valuable addition to ‘“‘Wood’s Library.” The systematic 
classification which the author has adopted, of those remedies that 
are adapted to the treatment of skin diseases, is unique, and one 
admirably suited to conciseness, and yet completeness, of descrip- 
tion. ‘The Materia Medica embraces a large range of remedies, 
many of them new, and many heretofore found only, or most prom- 
inently, in homceopathic works. Inthe part devoted to therapeu- 
tics, skin diseases are briefly, yet clearly, described in alphabetical 
order, and in itself forms a complete manual of diseases of the skin. 
Following this, and to still further add to the value of the work, are 
numerous formulz, original and selected, which every physician will 
ig be glad to refer to. On the whole, the work can but be received 
| with commendation and profit by the medical profession. May it 
give a new impetus to the much neglected subject of skin dis- 
eases. A. A. H. 











